Philosophy 112 First Paper

Due Tuesday, February 14
Topic and Instructions

Topic and Instructions
In book one of the Republic, Thrasymachus comments that justice is “the advantage of the stronger.” In class, we discussed two possible interpretations of that view. The first is the literal interpretation, which is that what Thrasymachus is saying is that it is good for a city when its strongest citizen rules the city and is able to rule unconditionally (i.e. to do whatever he wants).  The second is the interpretation that what he is really saying is that the whole notion of justice is silly, since people who have power will always use it to their own advantage and without consideration of how their actions affect others. 

Write a three to four page paper that incorporates answers the following questions: (1) What is the difference between the two propositions that are asserted in the two different interpretations of what Thrasymachus is saying in book one? (2) Which of these two views comes the closest to capturing what Thrasymachus is saying? (3) Why do think the interpretation you chose is the more plausible interpretation of the two? 

Paper Components 

Papers should include the following components: 

1. A brief introduction to explain the questions you plan to address and to present your thesis  

2. The arguments in favor of your thesis 
3. A discussion considering and responding to potential objections to your thesis.  You should use this part of the paper to discuss concerns that might be raised by your thesis.  You should also respond to those concerns, either by defending your thesis or by defending a modified version of your thesis
4. A very brief conclusion to your paper. You should use this part of the paper to summarize the case for your thesis.

Additional Guidelines and Grading:

Papers will be graded based on your understanding of the subject material, the persuasiveness of the case for your thesis, and general clarity.  

Demonstrating your understanding of the subject material will show itself in your ability to present a strong case for your thesis. The persuasiveness of your thesis will in turn depend on two things.  The first is being able to identify and articulate the strongest arguments for your thesis.  The second is being able to identify and respond to would be objections.  It is crucial that you identify and address significant concerns, rather than creating ones that are easily refuted. You should also avoid including information that is extraneous to your thesis solely for the purpose of demonstrating an understanding of the area.  

Clarity is achieved by presenting a paper that is written in good English and that is free of errors in spelling and grammar.  

Prior to beginning the paper, please review the department guidelines for writing a philosophy paper, which can be found at: http://www.csus.edu/phil/req/writing.htm. Students may use either the MLA or Chicago manuals of style. You will find a discussion of both in the department guidelines.  
For my policy on late papers, please see the course syllabus. 
